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Abt. IV. — xl Letter to Richard Claukr, 15s«v., Honorary Secre- 
tary to the Royal Asiatic Society, on the Oriental MSS, in 
the Library of Eton College. 

[Read \M March, 1844.] 
My dbar Sut, 

At tlio closo of Inst season you did mo the favour to coininuni- 
eato to nio a letter from a member of tlus Society, Major Postans, 
alluding to tho Oriental MSS. in the Library of Eton College. That 
collection hod occupied my attention some tiuio before, having during 
tho last three or four years, on occasional visits to the College, 
examined tho MSS. very minutely, for the purpose, of making their 
existence hotter known than it appears to bo. With tho exception of 
tho lato lamented Sir W. Ouselcy, and Professor Leo of Cambridge, 
they seem to have entirely escaped tho inspection of Orientalists. 

The history of tho collection is curious and interesting. Abovo 
fifty years ago, Mr. 15. Pole, a Scholar on tho Foundation of Eton 
College, having subsequently completed his studies at tho sister 
institution, King's Collcgo, Cambridgo, and entered on public life in 
India, collected in that country between four and five bundled MSS., 
chiefly Persian and Arabic, as tho most appropriate offering ho could 
make to tho two royal foundations to which ho was grateful for his 
earlier education and preferment. The gift was announced by a 
letter from Mr. Pole, from Patna, Feb. 1788, explaining its object, and 
arrived in England in 17!H), when, in compliance with the donor's 
wishes, tho books were divided between tho Colleges of Eton and 
King's, and deposited in their respective libraries. A catalogue, pre- 
pared in India, was to have accompanied the collection, but was not 
received till four years after. It will readily bo conceived by those 
conversant with Eastern bibliography that the description it contains 
would be far from satisfactory in tho present more advanced stage of 
science. The kind friends to whom I am indebted for the greatest 
indulgence in visiting tho College Library, have promised mo a copy 
of this catalogue, from which, with tho numerous notes I have taken 
of tho MSS. themselves, I hope to bo able to arrange a list, if 
not entirely satisfactory, at least more available for reference and 
research. In tho mean time, tho following hasty skotclt of its con- 
tents may perhaps be worthy the notice of lovers of that literature. 

The portion of tho Poto Collection appropriated to Eton College 
contains 222 volumes. The department of history in which it is most 
rich, relates chiefly to tho country in which the collection was formed. 
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It coinprehonds tho Valuable history tho D6stdni Khayal ; a Tarikh 
Kashmiri by Haider Ibu Hasan Mulk ; tho Ayini Akbari ; tho Tarikh 
Shah Shujiii, or History of tho Four Sons of Shah Jcliau ; and tlio 
Histories of Baber, Akbor, Johangir, 'Alamgir, Ferruksir, and Muham- 
med Shah, whicli boar their names. Moroly in roferenco to our recent 
success iu India I may mention also a copy of tho Gwalior Nameh, an 
account of tho capture of that fortress in 1780. 

In Goncral History there aro tho Majniua al Tawarikh ; tho Lulib 
al Tawarikh; tho Mukhtasural Tawarikh, by 'Abdasschim ; tho Tarikh 
Bodawani; tho Compondiuin culled Muntakhab al Tawarikh; and a 
History called Kutub al Tawarikh, terminating with tho reign of Shah 
Tahmosp; whilo tho Aalam Aral, Tarikh Nwliri, and Zafar Nameh (a 
valuablo copy mado at Herat, 877), illustrate the reigns and conquests 
of Timur, Shalt Abbas, and Nadir Shah. I must particularly notico 
a beautiful copy of tho Matla as'suadiu, in 2 vols., (written 993), tho 
Tarikh Elfi, or Chronicle of tho first 1000 years of tho Hijrah, and 
another History of Abbas tho Great, styled tho Abbas Nameh, which 
I do not roniombor to have soon elsewhere. To the historical series 
may bo appended a fow works on Biography, Geography, ami His- 
torical Geography; as, tho valuablo Heft Aklim, tho Nigaristan of 
Ghafl'tiri, and the MS. of tho Mesiilik n Momalfk used by Sir \V. 
Ousoloy iu his edition of Ibn Haukal. In Loxicography thcro is tho 
Kiiim'is, one of the most exquisite copies I havo over seen ; tho Sahhtili, 
a miigni(i(:cntly written large folio, pointed throughout; the Dictionaries, 
Kiislif al Loghiit, (from tho library of Sultan Ahmed ben Msisoul); tho 
Kiiiik al Loghat, Maailau al Loghiit, Lutayif al Loghiit, and Ghoriiyib al 
Loghat; tho Fcrhcngi llashidi, and a Forhcngi Akhlriki Nasiri specially 
devoted to tho dillicultics of that ethical work. Nor is the collection 
deficient in Theology, Ecclesiastical History, Jurisprudence, and Tradi- 
tion, which form so largo a proportion of tho contents of most Miihaiu- 
nioilan libraries. Accordingly, wo havo sovornl Korans, with numerous 
Commentaries, including that of Baidhawi ; the curious work Fiisus al 
Hukama; a beautiful MS. of tho Mirrit al Kadas, or Tarikh Hezrati 
lsa; tho Majmua al Bahrein by Dora Shikoh; the Kawzat al Ahbiib, 
a noblo folio in beautiful Nnskhi; fino old copies of tho Maiirij la 
Nebiiwwat, of the Mishkati Shcrif and tho Sharhi Mislikiit, with the 
voluminous compilations of Decisions collected under tho titles of 
Awradi Imamiyah, Fatawai Alamgiri, and Fatawai Firozshahi. Among 
the philosophical and scientific works, besides several medical books, 
thcro is tho valuablo Encyclopedia, Ncfriyis al Funiln ; and there is a 
Persian Commentary on tho ' Milal wa'l Nuhnl' of Shahrcstani, now 
edited by tho Text Society. — Tho Poetical works arc not numerous. 
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There is, however, a splendid Shah Naincli (in 2 vols.), formorly he' 
longing to Gol. Polier, of which thoro is another copy, apparently not 
of the Poto collection ; and thoro arc duplicates of the woll-known 
pnrnphroso Slianmhir Khani, besides a Mcsnawi Miinawi of groat beauty 
and value. Also the Makhzan al Asrar of Nizami; Jauii's Yusuf and 
Zuluikha, Hatifi's Laili and Mnjiiun, and a pooin of Mahniud u Ayaz; 
(lie Mystical poems of tho Mautak al Tayr, and tho Gulshani Uaz ; 
the Kanin as'saadoiu of Amir Khusru of Dohli, and his Khamsah ; 
and the entire works of Shaikh Ali Hnzin. Tho fow Hindustani MSS. 
the collection contains arc chiefly in this class, comprising tho 'Story of 
Mndhti Null;' Kamrup, (of which thcro is also tho Persian version;) 
and Sawda's Kulliiit, — a very beautiful coj»y. Thoro is also tho Per- 
sian Nal u Danuia, and a full sot of a Persian translation of tho Malta- 
bkaratn. 

Somo of tho MSS. of small Persian poems aro of beautiful penman- 
ship and ornament, but tho gem of tho collection is an exquisite littlo 
Ajiiyih al Makhluktit, in verse, of which tho original work in Arabic, 
and tho usual Persian version of Kazwiui should have been mentioned 
before, and are all three embellished with miniature paintings. A 
Sanskrit work, highly ornamented, forms also one of tho show pieces of 
tho Library; I bcliove it is the Siva Puriina. 

The usual lighter works of Arabic and Persian literature have also 
a place here; tho Giilistan and Bostnn, beautifully written ; Hatim 
Tiii; Lutayif al Zarayif (stories); Ti'iti Nauiah; tho Maknmiit til 
Hariri, with a commentary ; and tho usual sprinkling of llisalahs on 
Music, Grammar, Cookory, and Farriery, which is incidental to a 
miscellanous collection. I may conclude in the words of that accom- 
plished Persian scholar, Major Charles Stewart, who in the postscript to 
his ' Descriptive Catalogue of Tippoo Sultan's Library,' says : — 

" Were tho Oriental Manuscripts, dispersed through England, either 
generally known, or assembled in one place, Britons need not travel 
far to prosecute their Oriental studies." 

Believe mo to be, 

My dear Sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 

N. Bland. 
Randall's Park, March, 1844. 



